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Rescorla-Wagner model rather than by how well it describes the
observed behavior.

Nevertheless, the Rescorla~Wagner model has distinct merits
(see introduction and list of successes). Investigators continue
to use it for lack of a better model, which is neither inappropri-
ate nor unusual in the history of science. The geocentric model
of the heavens was known to have serious flaws for a long time
before the heliocentric model was proposed. Yet, the geocentric
model was widely retained during this period. Science needs
models to serve as heuristic devices that direct research. Conse-
quently, a flawed model is often better than no model at all.
The Rescorla-Wagner model has stimulated much important
research, the results of which will probably be central to the
models of associative learning that will ultimately displace the
Rescorla-Wagner model.
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